
The Arts Society Beckenham  

Cultural Capitals of the Baltics 
Riga and Tallinn 

Monday 27 April - Saturday 02 May 2020 

Despite their histories as major centres of the Hanseatic League and following years of foreign 

domination (by Denmark, Sweden, Poland, Tsarist and Soviet Russia), both Riga and Tallinn have 

retained their individuality and unique architecture.  

 

The Historic Centre of Riga has arguably the finest collection of Art Nouveau architecture in the 

world while Tallinn boasts an abundance of opulent public buildings. With their well-preserved 

medieval cores both cities have been recognised by UNESCO and are included on the World Heritage 

List.  More recently both have been awarded the status of European Capitals of Culture and 

undoubtedly offer a wealth of history and culture to uncover and explore. 



MONDAY 27 APRIL 2020 

We will depart by coach from our local pick up point and 

travel to Gatwick Airport for a scheduled flight with Air 

Baltic, due to depart at 09.25 and arrive in Riga at 14.05 

local time. On arrival in Riga we will be met by our local 

guide and enjoy an orientation tour of the city by 

coach.  Riga is the largest city of the Baltic Republics, yet 

still one of the most beautiful.  Designated a World 

Heritage Site and previously European Capital of Culture 

in 2014, the old Hanseatic town is a tapestry of gabled 

storehouses, restored 15th century merchants’ houses, 

gothic spires and baroque churches, as well as many fine 

civic buildings from the 19th century.  

 

We will continue to our hotel, the 4 star Semarah 

Hotel Metropole, located in the heart of Riga old 

town, where we will check in for 3 nights’ bed and 

breakfast accommodation. A welcome drink will be 

served prior to dinner which will be taken in the  

hotel restaurant.   

 

 TUESDAY 28 APRIL 2020 

After breakfast at the hotel, we will meet our local guide 

and embark on a walking tour of the Old Town of 

Riga.  During the morning, there will be free time to  

take coffee. The Dome Cathedral is the largest medieval 

church in the Baltic States and epitomises Old Riga's 

architectural diversity, blending Romanesque, Gothic, 

Renaissance, Baroque and Neo-Classical styles.  The 

cathedral's great organ, with nearly 7000 pipes, is 

recognised as one of the world's greatest musical 

instruments in sound as well as size.  We will have the 

opportunity to enjoy its unique sound during a Concerto 

Piccolo performance.  

Our tour will also include the medieval city walls, the 

unusual ‘Powder Tower’ (Pulvertornis), which dates 

back to the 14th century, Old Riga Castle, now the 

residence of the President of the Republic of Latvia, the 

Swedish Gate, built in 1698 following the Swedish 

occupation of Riga, and the 19th century Parliament 

House.  There will be free time for lunch. 

 

This afternoon we will embark on a short boat trip 

along the Riga Canal, which surrounds the Old Town 

of Riga. The canal was originally constructed as a fortress 

moat and in the late 1800s was converted to today’s 

canal which affords views of historic Riga from an 

unusual perspective. We will continue to the market, 

formerly Europe’s largest, situated in five 1920s 

Zeppelin hangars. The remainder of the day will be  

at leisure. Independent arrangements for dinner. 

 

WEDNESDAY 29 APRIL 2020 

This morning after breakfast we will depart the hotel and 

travel by coach (80 km) to the impressive Rundale 

Palace, possibly the finest palace in the Baltic Republics.  

The palace was built between 1736 and 1768 for the Duke 

of Courland by Bartolomeo Rastrelli, famous as the 

architect of  the Winter Palace in St Petersburg.  The 

palace is an outstanding blend of Baroque architecture and 

Rococo decorative art, with gardens modelled on those of 

Versailles. During the visit there will be free time for 

lunch. We will continue to the Latvian National 

Museum of Art, considered to be the most important 

art museum in Latvia. At the end of the afternoon we will 

return to our hotel by coach. Dinner will be served in a 

local restaurant this evening. 

 

THURSDAY 30 APRIL 2020 

We will check out of the hotel after breakfast and enjoy a 

morning exploring the new part of Riga, with special 

emphasis on the Art Nouveau architecture.  Riga has 

the finest concentration of Art Nouveau buildings in the 

world – in fact, over one third of all buildings in Riga are 

built in this Art Nouveau style and the first Art Nouveau 

building appeared in the city as early as 1899.  We will 

visit the Art Nouveau Museum (Rigas Jugendstila 

Centrs). Built in 1903 and located in the former 

Riga Castle 



apartment of Latvian architect Konstantīns Pēkšēns, the 

museum is noted for its Art Nouveau staircase and ceiling 

paintings, thought to have been sketched by Latvian artist 

Janis Rozentāls. There will be free time for lunch.  

 

This afternoon we will travel by coach to Tallinn. We 

will stop en route in Pärnu for coffee and cake. On 

arrival in Tallinn we will check into the 4 star My City 

Hotel, for 2 nights’ bed and breakfast accommodation. 

After time to freshen up dinner will be served in the 

hotel restaurant. 

 

FRIDAY 01 MAY 2020 

After breakfast at the hotel we will enjoy a full day of  

visits in Tallinn with a local guide.  The capital of 

Estonia, Tallinn is an ancient Hanseatic port with a 

wealth of architectural monuments revealing Swedish, 

German and Russian influences, and a beautifully 

preserved medieval town centre.  Our tour will explore 

the narrow streets, gabled roofs, towers and spires of old 

Tallinn, including the soaring steeple of the Town Hall, 

which dominates the old town centre and is the last 

surviving Gothic Town Hall in Northern Europe.  

 

 We will also visit Toompea Castle, the seat of the 

Parliament of the Republic of Estonia which is easily 

recognisable due to its pink Art Nouveau façade, and 

Toompea Hill, site of the Gothic Dome Church, also 

known as St Mary’s Cathedral, and Russian Orthodox 

Alexander Nevsky Cathedral.  The Alexander 

Nevsky Cathedral is the largest in Tallinn, and has a 

wonderfully lavish interior.  It was built at the turn of the 

20th century, when Estonia was part of the Tsarist 

Empire.  Further sights include ‘Pikk Hermann’, an 

imposing defence tower above the castle, Viru Gate, 

the eastern entrance to the Lower Town, the 16th 

century Great Coast Gate, and the adjacent ‘Fat 

Margaret’ cannon tower.  

 

Our tour will also include a visit to Kadriorg Park 

named after the Russian empress, Catherine I,  and 

considered to be the grandest example of park design in 

Estonian architectural history. Within the grounds is a 

beautiful symmetrical Swan Lake, and a Baroque Palace  

originally constructed as a summer residence by Tsar 

Peter the Great of Russia. The palace now houses the 

collection of Kadriorg Art Museum, Estonia’s largest 

compendium of western European and Russian art, 

comprising some 9,000 works of art ranging from the 

16th to 20th century.   Following our visit we will return 

to our hotel. Dinner will be served in a local restaurant.  

 

SATURDAY 02 MAY 2020 

We will check out of the hotel this morning, and after a 

leisurely breakfast there will be some free time prior to 

our early afternoon departure.  

 

We will travel from the hotel by coach to Tallinn airport 

for our return scheduled flight with Air Baltic, due to 

depart at 16.05 and arrive at London Gatwick at 17.00. 

On arrival in London, our coach will be on hand to 

return us to our original pick-up point.  

 

N.B. As this tour has been planned many months in advance, 

the final itinerary may vary slightly from the above.   

 

Rundale Palace 



The Arts Society Beckenham 

Cultural Capitals of the Baltics 

PRICE INCLUDES 

Return coach transfers to/from Gatwick airport 

Return scheduled Air Baltic flights  

(Gatwick/ Riga and Tallinn/ Gatwick) 

Airport tax 

3 nights' bed and breakfast accommodation in Riga 

Welcome drink 

2 nights' bed and breakfast accommodation in Tallinn 

2 dinners in hotel restaurants 

2 dinners in local restaurants 

Coffee and cake at Villa Ammende in Parnu 

Services of a local guide as per the itinerary 

All coach transfers in Latvia and Estonia as per the itinerary  

All booking and entrance fees as per the itinerary 

 

TRAVEL INSURANCE 

It is a condition of booking that each tour participant carries 

full travel insurance and it is your responsibility to ensure that 

you have adequate insurance for this tour. We have arranged a 

scheme with specialists Travel & General Insurance Services 

Limited who are fully authorised and regulated by the FCA 

(firm reference number 304788) full details of which can be 

found on the FCA website www.fca.org.uk. Please call Travel 

& General on 0203 794 2954 for a quote.  

 

HOTEL DETAILS 

Semarah Hotel Metropole (4 star) 

Aspazijas bulvaris 36/38 
Riga, Latvia 

www.semarahhotels.com/en 
 

My City Hotel (4 star) 
Vana-Posti 11, 10146  

Tallinn, Estonia  
www.mycityhotel.ee 

 
PASSPORT AND VISA REQUIREMENTS  

British Nationals should be in possession of a valid 10 year 

passport: visas are not required for travel to Latvia and 

Estonia. Other Nationals should contact the Latvian and 

Estonian Embassy to confirm current visa requirements. 

MINIMUM NUMBERS 

The price of the tour is based on a minimum of 25 participants 

 

YOUR FINANCIAL PROTECTION 

Our ATOL Number is 3707.   

All the flights and flight-inclusive tours in this brochure are 

financially protected by the ATOL scheme.  When you pay 

you will be supplied with an ATOL Certificate.  Please ask for 

it and check to ensure that everything you booked (flights, 

hotels and other services) is listed on it.  Please see our 

booking conditions for further information or for more 

information about financial protection and the ATOL 

Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate 

 

FLIGHTS  

Airline: Air Baltic 

27 April 2020 - Gatwick/Riga - 09.25 (14.05) 

02 May 2020 - Tallinn/Gatwick - 16.05 (17.00) 

 

Please note that flight seats cannot be booked until we are in receipt 

of client deposits 

 

BOOKING & FINAL TRAVEL DETAILS 

To reserve your place on the tour, please send your 

completed booking form and deposit of £450 per person to 

Heritage Group Travel as soon as possible and no later 

than Friday 06 December 2019. You will receive a 

confirmation of your booking combined with an invoice for 

the final balance.  The final travel details (itinerary, hotel 

details, flight ticket and luggage label) will be available 

approximately 10-14 days prior to travel.  The final balance is 

due by Monday 03 February 2020. 

 

 

TOUR PRICE 
£1,440 per person sharing a twin/double room 

£90 single supplement (limited availability) 

Charlotte House 
12 Charlotte Street 

Bath   BA1 2NE 
01225 466620 

heritage@grouptravel.co.uk 


